SUMMARIZING AND RESPONDING TO POETRY

HOMEWORK ADDENDUM

INSTRUCTIONS

Focusing on one author, use three very short poems, two moderate-length poems, or one longer poem to summarize and respond as follows.

For your SUMMARY, closely identify all relevant poetic elements:

· poetic genre (lyric, narrative, dramatic)

· dramatic situation and related elements, such as persona, narrator, auditor, setting, etc.

· poetic form (stanza form, fixed form, open form, etc.)

· poetic meter (rhythm and rhyme scheme) and musicality (euphony, cacophony, alliteration, assonance, consonance, etc.)

· poetic diction and device (imagery, symbolism, metaphor, simile, metonymy, allusion, personification, etc.)

· poetic idiom (the artist’s own idiosyncratic or unique use of language) and tone (attitude or voice)

The summary should demonstrate your close reading of the text, with reference to specific poetic items, words, phrases, and lines.

In RESPONSE, interpret the poem or poems — construct an interpretive thesis and substantial response. Part of interpretation includes paraphrasing particularly challenging lines, but also try to capture the overall meaning or significance of the poem. Finally, explain to your reader what the text communicates about the poet’s overall artistic vision.

SUGGESTION

Use the summary-and-response approach outlined in this handout to take apart every poem, as a strategy to understand both the concrete elements of a poem as well as its abstract meanings.

